[The occurrence of tumors in large bears (Ursidae)--a literature review and six case descriptions].
Histological findings on two Malayan sun bears and four sloth bears show that malignant neoplasms play an important role in tropic bears. Further, most of the tumors originated from the hepatic and biliary tract. Our results were compared with other investigations on zoo animals during the last 70 years revealing that malignant neoplasms are the most common ones in bears of the family Ursidae. Accordingly to our results, sloth and Malayan sun bears seem to have a disposition to develop malignant neoplasms of the hepatic and biliary tract, but within other species only polar bears seem to suffer predominantly from such neoplasia. The reason for this phenomenon could be an alimentary intake of carcinogens. Furthermore, Malayan sun bears show very often neoplasms of the thyroid gland as it is also observed in other carnivora.